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Non-Mitigation Sustainable Development Co-Benefits of CDM Cookstove Projects  
 
The CDM records information about the non-mitigation benefits of the projects, which are commonly referred to as 
sustainable development (SD) co-benefits. The co-benefits in three categories: environmental, social and economic. 
 
Environmental co-benefits include: 
- Air: Improved air quality 
- Land: Improved soil quality or avoided pollution 
- Water: Improved water quality or access 
- Natural resources: Depletable natural resources protection or enhancement 
 
Social co-benefits include: 
- Education: Education, research, awareness raising or distribution of information 
- Health and safety: Improved health and safety 
- Jobs: Job or income generation 
- Welfare: Improved social welfare (community upliftment) 
 
Economic co-benefits include: 
- Energy: Improved energy availability or access 
- Growth: Support to economic development or stability 
- Balance of payments: Improvement of the country's trade balance 
- Technology: Technology transfer or diffusion 
 
The Problem 
 
Three billion people, or 40% of the world population, rely on polluting, open fires and inefficient fuels such as wood, 
charcoal, coal, and kerosene for cooking. The rural poor, mostly women, largely only have access to fuels that are 
inefficient in converting to energy. Lack of access to cooking fuel forces women and children to spend many hours 
gathering fuel - up to 5 hours per day- or spend significant household income purchasing fuel. In some cases, women 
provide 91% of households’ total efforts in collecting fuel and water, and women have an average working day of 11-
14 hours, compared to 10 hours on average for men. A reduction in time spent collecting fuel and cooking enables 
women to spend more time with their children, tend to other responsibilities, enhance existing economic 
opportunities, pursue income-generating or educational opportunities and leisure activities and rest – all of which 
contribute to poverty alleviation. 
  
Women Are Crucial to Clean Cooking Solutions 
 
Women play a crucial role in the widespread adoption and use of cleaner, more modern household cooking solutions 
because of their central responsibility for managing household energy and cooking. As consumers and users of 
cookstoves, women are not just victims but a critical component of the sector’s ability to scale. Women must be fully 
integrated into the process of designing products and solutions because without their opinions and input, products 
will not meet their needs and will not be used. 
 
“This issue doesn’t just empower women economically; it empowers them socially and it changes the lives of their 
families. It’s a very simple thing. It’s about cooking. And once we can get together to improve cooking, there is so 
much more that can happen”. –Hanna Tetteh, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration, Ghana 
 
"The global community cannot reach its goals of eradicating poverty and ending climate change without addressing 
the way millions of people cook." 
CookClean has enhanced the transition of cooking on open fire to using efficient cookstoves and from using 
environmentally unsustainable firewood to sustainable biomass fuels made from agricultural waste. 


